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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TBIO, JA, US 

SUBJECT: US-JAPAN COOPERATIVE CANCER PROGRAM 

1. EMBASSY HAS LEARNED THAT PLANS OF JSPS (JAPAN SOCIETY FOR 
PROMOTION OF SCIENCE) FOR FOUR JOINT SEMINARS ON CANCER IN 
FEBRUARY AND MARCH 1975 IN JAPAN UNDER NCI-JSPS JOINT CANCER 
RESEARCH PROGRAM ARE PRESENTLY AT A STANDSTILL BECAUSE OF LACK 
OF RESPONSE FROM US SIDE ON ITS ABILITY TO PARTICIPATE. FIRST 
SEMINAR (ONCANCER CHEMOTHERAPY) SCHEDULED TO BEGIN ON FEBRUARY 
13 AND OTHERS SHOULD BE HELD BEFORE END OF MARCH.CURRENT GOJ 
FISCAL YEAR (1974) ENDS MARCH 31, 1975, AND FUNDS ALREADY 
ALLOTTED FOR SEMINARS MUST BE SPENT BY THEN OR SWITCHED TO 
OTHER USES. AS PRACTICAL MATTER JSPS RECOGNIZES TIME NO LONGER 
PERMITS HOLDING ALL FOUR, BUT AT MINIMUM HOPES TO CONDUCT TWO. 

2. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT PLANS FOR SIX OTHER SEMINARS, 

TO BE HELD IN US UNDER SAME PROGRAM IN SAME FEB RUARY-M ARCH 
PERIOD, ARE PROCEEDING SATISFACTORILY. ACCORDING TO JSPS, 

DIFFICULTY WITH SEMINARS IN JAPAN SEEMS TO STEM FROM FREEZE ON 
US FROEIGN TRAVEL FUNDS FOR CANCER PROGRAM UNTIL ABOUT MIDDLE 
OF FEBRUARY 1975. BECAUSE HOTFI .RRSF.R VATTONS AND OTHER 
ARRANGMENTS MUST BE MADE, JSPS REQUESTS CONFIRMATION OF US 
PARTICIPATION IN SEMINARS AND INFORMATION ON NUMBER OF US 
PARTICIPANTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, PREFERABLY AT LEAST ONE 
MONTH BEFORE SEMINARS START. 

3. DISCUSSION WITH JSPS INDICATES SERIOUS CONCERN ON THEIR 
PART CONCERNING OVERALL IMPLEMENTATION BY US SIDE OF CANCER 
RESEARCH ARRANGEMENT. JSPS FUNDS ARE OBTAINED ON ASSUMPTION 
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OF ROUGH EQUIVALENCE OF PARTICIPATION BY BOTH SIDES, AND WILL 
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BE JEOPARDIZED IF US UNABLE TO IMPLEMENT THIS COOPERATIVE 
ARRANGEMENT. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S ADVICE 
AS TO FACTSOF SITUATION AND PROSPECTS FOR SOLUTION. 

HODGSON 
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